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Background

The three watersheds within the Eastern Upper Peninsula rapid watershed
assessment include the Tahquamenon, Two -Hearted, and Waiska Rivers. Each
represents different ecosystems in different stages of development, requiring
different strategies to sustain their natural resources. Each watershed sustains

very different communities with different economic and social requirements. This
assessment recognizes that there is one commonality: Future land use will require
planning and management that accommodates the protection and sustainability of

natural resources in order to guarantee the sustainability of the Eastern Upper
Peninsula community.

The Watersheds

The Eastern Upper Peninsula watershed assessment area consists of 975,878
acres, with the largest being the Tahguamenon, covering approximately 517,968
acres, the Two Hearted next with 269,154 and the Waiska with 188,755. The area

is typically rural, although the Waiska covers a western region of Sault Ste. Marie,
and approximately 5,194 people. McMillan Township in Luce County, which
includes the city of Newberry, is in the Tahquamenon Watershed, and hosts 3,656
residents. Other populations clusters of note include Brimley and Bay Mills in
Superior and Bay Mills Townships, along with Paradise in Whitefish Township.
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